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mains, occupied the whOle extent from the Palatine to 
the Quirinal, where now the Central Railway station 
has been erected Its area amounted to nearly a square 
mile, and this enormous district was appropriated, or 
rather usurped, by the emperor, right in the center of 
a city numbering about two million inhabitants. " 

. .  - . 

HALL ClII1INEY PIECE, BY :MESSRS. W. WALKER. SONS. 
This chimney piece has been recently executed by 

Messrs. W. Walker & Sons, London. The style is 
Renaissance, and the chim-
ney.piece is of substantial 
proportions. 'I.'he carving 
and detail are finished in a 
bold and effective manner. 
It is suited to hall of large 
dimensions, fitted with a 
dog-grate, and lined with 
brickdust-red tiles. It cer
tainly is well worth the at
tention of those requiring 
a chimney piece of this 
cbaracter.-Build. News. 

� .... 

ANTIQ.UE CARVED FURNI
TURE AND WOODWORK. 
The sketches are by Mr. 

ment, and so two coats of the asphalt are laid, tae 
first being to bring the old irregular. surface up to the 
proper grade, and upon this the second or wearing 
coat is laid. In general it is not well to lay the as· 
phalt over the tar paving, as the heat of the asphalt 
composition, about 3400, melts the tar, -which, being 
lighter than the asphalt, list's through it and comes 
to the top. In this case, however, the paving was so 
old and the tar so thoroughly dried and hardened that 
no trouble. of this kind was experienced. The first 
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of about 240". This makes a very superior pavement, 
durable, noiseless, and of pleasing appearance. It is 
proposed to lay it in some of the streets in this city, 
under the new appropriation for lItreet improvement; 
but it is intended to lay it over the present stone pav
ing, a cement coating being laid to give the necessary 
smooth surface. As the coat of asphalt, however. is 
only the wearing surface, the weight and strain of the 
traffic is likely to crack the cement "plaster," and 
thus lead to the destruction of the pavement. The 

proper way is to build the 
whole pavement properly, 
laying a g o 0 d concrete 
foundation course to carry 
the asphalt wearing sur
face. The first cost may 
be a little more, but the 
work will then be reliable, 
and it will pay for the 
extra cost by its economy 
and durability. 

-

It may be explained that 
the difference between rock 
asphalt and Trinidad 'as 
phalt is in the proportion 
of the ingredients in the 
n at u ral product. The 
former contains about 88 
per cent. of carbonate of 
lime and 10 per cent. of 
bitumen; the Trinidad as
phalt contains. a m u c h 
greater percentage of .bi
tumen, which results in 
making the material semi-
plastic. 

--

Arthur Marshall, A.R.I. 
B.A., architect. The old 
cabinet shown to the left 
of our plate is at present 
in the vestry of Gamston 
Church, Notts, and sadly 
needs repair. It is one of 
a class of cabinets which 
are c a II e d "court cup
boards," and in its arrange
ment follows somewhat 
closely the lines of a more 
elaborate example in War
wick Castle, which w a s  

HALL CHIMNEY pmCE, EXECUTED BY MESSRS. W ALXER & SONS. 

American engineers who 
have traveled in the larger 
cities of Europe have been 
struck with the advantages 
of this asphalt pavement; 

used as a sideboard or repository for table linen, coat is not brought to a fule surface, but the second 
silver, and other aecessories of the dining table. 'The coat is thoroughly smoothed by rubbing. 
center portion forms a cupboard for the silver, pewter, When first laid, the asphalt pavement is black, and 
etc.; underneath them is a drawer for the linen, while to giv� it a more pleasing appearance it is sprinkled 
the angle space behind the pillars and the top and with some light material, which gives it the desired 
bottom shelves could be used for placing flagons, cups, effect until time and the action of the weather has 
beakers, etc., upon. On the whole, it is a (lonvenient brought out the natural grayish color of the asphalt. 
and artistic piece oQ furniture well adapted_ for a mod- For this purpose the finest marble dust or lilllestone 
ern dining room as a substitute for the usual form of dust is used, or sometimes Portland cement. In the 
dinner wagon. .There were examples of these" court City Hall plaza, however, a fine white material known 
cupboards" in the old Stationers' Hall and in the hall as actinolite, imported from Canada, is used 
at Skipton Castle, this latter dating from the middle The pavement is laid in strips, the joints being care
of the sixteenth century. With reference to the old fully made and rubbed, so that after a little wear they 
tables illustrated, it may he remarked that there is will scarcely be visible. The general appearance of this 
much to be said in favor of the smaller tables of the pavement is very pleasing. The contractor is E. ·H. 
seventeenth century, not only on account of the carv- Wootton, of 35 Broadway, who is the general agent for 
ing with which they were frequently embellished, but United States and Canada for the French company 
chiefly because of their adaptability to any situation which owns the mines from which the Seyssel asphalt 
and out of the way corner of a room. Few tables is quarried. Mr. Wootton also has the contract for the 
made during the last two centuries can compare for artificial stone pavement which is being laid on the 
convenience c om b i n  e d 
with durability with the 
old round or octagon dou
ble folding six or eight leg
ged pattern tables of this 
period. The old table (A) 
is a somewhat unusual, 
and certainly artistic, de
velopment of the pattern
deSCribed, and is a sugges
tive specim(ln of its class. 
The plan is that of half a 
square diagonally, hence 
the c o n v e n i e n c e  with 
which it fits into the cor
ner of a room when-folded 
up. It is of Derbyshire 
ongm. The old t a b  l'e 
marked B is an interesting 
exam pIe of credence shape, 
welfsuited to the side of a 
room.-Building News. 

••• 

Hock. Asphalt Pavement. 

Thelayingof the asphalt 
pavement in the plaza in 
(ront of the City Hall, New 
York, is an interesting 
piece of work, and it may 
be taken as an indication 
of the growing feeling in 
favor of thl!,· use of good and durable paving, even at broad platform at the foot of the marble steps leading 
an increased lirst cost. ' up to the City Hall. 

The material used is tbe Seyssel rock asphalt, which Rock asphalt is extensively used in Europe for street 
is laid in the - manner adopted for sidewalks, being and sidewalk paving, but as yet it has only been adopt
mixed with melted bitumen and clean sharp grit, put I ed in this country to a small extent for sidewalks, and 
down hot and rubbed to a smooth surface. In ordinary for roofs, cellars, etc. For street pavements no melted 
cases the practice is to put a single layer of a�phalt, % ' composition is used,-the crushed and powdered rock 
in. thick, upon a concrete base, but in this case it was I being spread over the concrete foundation and well 
desired to avoid the tearing up of the old tar pave- l tamped by hot irons, consolidating it at a temperature 
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and as its reliability and 
durability have been well established, it is to be hoped 
some of our finest streets in New York may be thus 
paved before the time of the world's exposition. The 
present condition of most of our I:ltreets and sidewalks 
is such as to fill a foreigner with wonder that the in
habitants of so great a city tolerate their condition.
Engineering News. 

... , . 

The Black BIrch (Betula nIgra). 

This is a close-grained, handsome wood, and caube 
easily stained to resemble walnut. It is just as easy 
to work, and is suitable for nearly all, if not all, the 
purposes to which walnut is at present applied. Birch 
is of much the same color as cherry, but the latter 
wood is now s(,-afce and consequently dear. When 
properly stained, it is almost impossible to distinguish 
the difference between birchwood and walnut, as it is 
susceptible of a beautiful polish, equal to that of any 
;Wood now used in the manufacture of furniture. In 
the forests throughout Ontario, birch grows in abun-

dance, especially if the land 
be not boggy. There is a 

� g r e a  t difference in �he 
wood of different sections. 
Where the land is high 
and dry, the wood is firm 
and clear; but if the land 
is low and wet, the wood 

- bas a tendency to be soft 
and of a bluish color. In 
all the northern regions Jt 
can be found in g r  e a  t 
abundance, and as the tree 
grows to such a size;but 
little trouble is found in 
procurin g a large-quan tity. 
During the last few Yel;I.rs, 
large quantities have been 
exported from the provinr.e 
of Quebec at a low figure. 
It is very easily detectell 
among other trees by iils 
height, large trunk,' and 
the peculiar color of its 
coarse bark. Most of the 
perforated chair bottoms 
now in use are mamifac
tured from it. There is a 
species of bird's-eye birch, 
but it is very scarce. An 
evidence of the �fight and 
solidity of the wood is the 

fact that it will sink after being a few days on t.he 
water. 

• I • , .. 

THE esthnates of the expense of the Post Office De
partment for 1890 are $66,912,072. The revenues of the 
department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890, 
are estimated at $62,508,658. This will leave an appar 
rent deficiency for the year ending June 30, 1890, of 
$4,403,414. 

-
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